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is/are objected to. 
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2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2 b)l*f This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Request for Continued Examination(RCE) 



1. This action is issued in response to applicant's Request for Continued Examination(RCE) 
(Paper #9) filed 1/8/04. 

2. Claims 1,19,24,29 were amended. No claims were deleted. None were added. 

3. Claims 1-32 as newly amended, are pending. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-32 as amended, are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unaptentable over 
Schutzer(US Pat.No: 6,292,789) in view of Hilt(US Pat. No: 5,465,206) and further in view of 
OLeary(US Pat. No:6,609,l 13). 

6. As per amended claims 1-32 Schutzer teaches a method for effectuating electronic bill 
presentment(Abstract)(Figs 1-32) through at least one biller(Fig 3) over the internet(Fig 2/116) 
and e-mail containing billing information(Fig 7/152).Schutzer further teaches a consumer service 
provider(Fig 7), and a billing service provider(Fig 7) and a payment engine(Fig 7) and a payment 
processor(Fig 7). Schutzer further teaches statement contents(Fig 30) consisting of billing data 
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andremittance information(Fig 30). Schutzer also teaches presentment and paymenbt(Fig 32/206) 
and security(Fig 32/212) in e-commerce transactions. In addition to that taught by Schutzer, Hilt 
also teaches banks acting as customer service providers(Abstract)(Figs 4-12) for the payment of 
bills over a payment network(Fig 7)(Fig 8) as well as a billing database(Fig 4/108).Hilt also 
teaches a biller who maintains a general ledger of all accouints(Fig 4/14/42) as well as a 
universal biller reference file(Fig 6/106). as well as a customer bill invoice(Fig 7/120)(Fig 
1 l/250)and a bill pay order(Fig 7/122)(Fig 9/210) as well as a payment network with a payment 
e-message(Fig 8/124)(Fig 12/124)in the bill pay system(col 17 line 19-col 22 line 27).Hilt further 
teaches a payment message(Fig 4/124) and a bill pay order(Fig 6/122) . Hilt fuirther teaches 
debiting and crediting banks settlement accounts on EFT(Fig 1 l/256).In addition to that taught 
by Hilt, O'Leary further teaches a physical receipt feature for paid bills(col 5 line 24-26) as well 
as secure access to a home page on the internet by a browser based technology or thin client 
technology to access the database server(Fig 2/200/205/21 0/227/2 15).OLeary further teaches a 
complete means for effectuating electronic funds transfer messages(Abstract) including an 
Internet pay anyone account( Abstract). Oleary further teaches a purchase record(Fig 2/250) a 
payment record(Fig 2/245) payment confirmation(Fig 2/244) as well as an electronic wallet(Fig 
3/315) and a payment record(Fig 3/345) and (Fig 3/3 L) bill payment. OLeary further teaches 
electronic funds transfer messaging for activities(Fig 5/270) and the use of a virtual private 
lockbox(Fig 7/735). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to combine Schutzer in 
view of Hilt and further in view of OLeary to teach applicant's invention. The motivation 
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Schutzer in view of Hilt is to teach an electronic bill presentment and payment system utilizing e- 
mail notices and which incorporates banks as customer service providers as enunciated by 
Hilt(col 10 lines 30-62). Furthermore, the motivation to combine Schutzer in view of Hilt and 
further in view of OLeary is to teach an electronic billing and payment system utilized over the 
Internet with secure and save access to the database server via the network as enunciated by 
OLeary(col 4 lines37-47) which provides an integrated internet billing and data processing 
communication system for brower based computer subscribers. 



7. Applicant's arguments filed 1/8/04 have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new additional grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. 



******************************************* 



9. Any questions concerning this communication should be addressed to the primary 
examiner of record, Dr. Geoffrey Akers, P.E., who can be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday at 703-306-5844. If attempts to contact the primary examiner are 
unsuccessful, the primary examiner's superior, Mr. Vincent Millin, SPE, may be telephoned at 
(703)-308-1065. 

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes and Draft or Informal faxes to Technology 
Center 3600 or this Art Unit is (703)-308-3687. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
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status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)-308-1113. 



inuary^20i 



DR. GEOFFREY A. AKERS, P.P 
PR&ARV EXAMINER 



